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my withdrawing myſelf has 
laid me under the Cenſure of the 
Publick ; this has compell'd me to 
„ 2 2 "Os 
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acquaint them with the Motives 
for my Retreat, that I may efface 
thoſe Calumnies to which my Con- 
duct has given Rifle. 


My Elopement from my Huſ- 
band, and the being too ſuſceptible 
of the moſt tender Paſſion of the 
Soul, are the two chief Points of the 
Charge brought againſt me : But 
I entreat for a few Minutes a fa- 
vourable Hearing of the Publick, 
flattering myſelf, that when they 
are acquainted with the Reaſons of 
my Procedure I ſhall be juſtified in 
their Opinion. 


To the End they may be capa- 
ble of forming a more ſolid Judg- 
ment, I ſhall give a faithful and 
ſuccin& Account of my Life, from 
the Age of Sixteen to the preſent 
Time; and if I do therein advance 

any 
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(s) 
any thing which is not entirely 
conformable to Truth, I am con- 


tent to ſubmit to the Cenſure of 
the Publick. 


\ Berors I enter upon this, I 
muſt defire Mr. Le 7. to ex- 
cuſe me, if in the Sequel I mention 
him in Terms which will not be 
greatly to his Credit; I aſſure him 
tis not by way of Repriſal, or from 
any Reſentment : but it is my own 
Juſtification, which obliges me to 
have Regard to nothing but the 
very Truth itſelf. 


As my Family is pretty well 
known, I ſhall ſay but little on 
that Head ; what I advance ſhall 
be with all poſſible Modeſty ; and 
alſo I entreat them not to be of- 
fended, if what I am under a Ne- 
ceſſity of ſaying, is not altogether 
to their Advantage. 
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' HarxpLry had I attain'd to my 
Sixteenth Year, when my opening 
Beauty attracted a Number of Ad- 
mirers; but my Heart was a Stran- 
ger to, no way ſenſible of Love, 


and I too young for Reflection. The 
tender Things ſaid to me flatter'd 
alone my Vanity, and the Aſſidui- 
ties of my Lovers made no Impreſ- 
hon on me. SER 


LDenjoy' d this happy State of In- 
diffetence under my Mother's Roof, 
to the fatal Moment of my Mar- 
riage. A Moment indeed fatal to 
me! for twas that proved the De- 
ſtruction of my Peace. 


» 
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Mu. Le 7 , young Man, 
deſtitute of Fortune and - Intereſt, 
whoſe Perſon is as mean and obſcure 
as his Family, enter'd the Liſt of 
my Lovers, and demanded me in 
Marriage, not from any Paſſion for 
SU OAZLZ ; my 


1 

my Perſon, for Love was never 
bis Foible; but from a View of raiſ- 
ing himſelf in the World, to which 
he thought I might greatly con- 
duce, as he efteem'd me a very 
proper Inſtrument, excluſive of my 
Fortune: In a Word, he found 
Means to infinuate himſelf into 
the good Graces of a Perſon (a), 
who had ſo great an Aſcendant 
over my Mother, that his Will was 
to her a Decree irrevocable, and I 
was made the Victim of Mr. Le 
7. 's Fortune. 


TRR Grief I conceiv'd at being 
compell'd to marry him, contrary 
to my Inclinations, gave Riſe. to 
certain Reflections I then made; 
and ſome ſecret Impulſes gave 
ground to flatter my ſelf that I 
had noble Blood ' in my Veins. I 
was confirm'd in this Opinion by 


i rw? IE REY OO 


(8) 
what I had heard with regard to 
my (5) Grandmother, to whom the 
greateſt in the Kingdom had paid 
the moſt tender and moſt ſubmiſ- 
ſive Homage. This made me 
conceive a thorough Averſion for 
Mr. Le T—, who, wholly attach- 
ed to the raiſing his Fortune, made 
me ſenſible of his Indifference on- 
ly; which Treatment, I own, 
touch'd me to the Quick ; and if I 


added to my Averſion the higheſt 


Contempt of his Perſon, he muſt 
look upon himſelf as the fole Cauſe 
of the Conſequences attending 


both: For had he ſhewn me any 


Tenderneſs, or even Complaiſance, 


he might have made ſome Amends | 


for the Meanneſs of his Figure, 
and have gain'd, perhaps my At- 
fetfon, at leaſt my Eſteem. 


( Madame D— E „an Actreſe. 
who had an Intrigue with a Prince —. 


Nor- 
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NoTwiTHSTANDING my Mar- 
riage I continued at my Mother's, 
where daily aſſembled a conſider- 
able Number of Perſons of the 
firſt Rank and Diſtinction in Pa- 
ris; ſome drawn by View of In- 
tereſt, preſs'd thither to pay a ſer- 
vile Homage to the Minion of For- 
tune (c); and others were allured 
by mine and my Siſter's feeble 
Charms. 


ArTeR my Marriage, every 
one of my Admirers made me his 
reſpective Declaration of Love; in 
a Word, the Figure of Mr. Le 
- © 's Perſon, and the Indiffe- 
rence with which he behaved to- 
wards me, flatter'd them with 
Hopes of certain Succeſs ; and the 
only Queſtion ſeem'd to be, who 
would obtain the Preference. | 

B I 
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I held out for ſome Time; but 
Love appear'd, and exerting his 
Power, made me ſenſible, that 
without him, to whom alone my 
Mother and Family were indebted 
for their Fortune, I could not be 
happy; in a Word, that I ought 
to make a Choice and ſurrender. 
Love was obey d. 


A young Duke (d) obtain'd the 
Preference; he was of an affable, 
ſuiget Temper, extremely well-bred, 
agreeable in his Perſon; and the 
ſubſtantial Proofs he gave, convinc'd 
me of the Sincerity of his Paſſion. 
Our mutual Tenderneſs was of ſome 
Years Duration, and had ſtill con 
tinued, had I not been deprived ol 
him by Death. I muſt acknowFY 
ledge his Loſs was a ſevere AfMidiy 
on to me, and my Grief ſuch, that 


(a) Duke 'A——, 


4 


I found no Conſolation, but in 


cheriſhing the Fruit of our recipto- 
cal Love. 


- 


Ms. Le T. could not poſ- 
bly be ignorant of this young 
Nobleman's Affection for me; his 
Aſſiduities, and the Return my 
Gratitude made him; yet fo far 
was he from finding the leaſt Fault 
on this Account, that he was con- 
1 eern'd for his Death. Should any 
"WM enquire a Reaſon for his being ſo 
pacifick, I anſwer, that Mr. Le 
T- was at that Time but in 
indifferent Circumſtances. 


Time got the better of my Grief 
for the Loſs of my Lover, and I 
ſuffer'd myſelf to be touch'd by the 
aſſiduous Addreſſes of another 
Duke (e), remarkable for the Beau- 
ty of his Perſon : However, the Plea- 


{ure 
(e) Duke de T 
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ſure I received from this ſecond 
Conqueſt, was greatly ſhort of that 
I experiencd by my firſt, Love 
having leſs Share in this latter than 
Vanity. I retain'd notwithſtanding 
this young Nobleman Captive, of 
which Mr. Le . — was as igno- 
rant as of my firſt Engagement. 


TIE War being at length de- 
clared, my Gallant deſerted the 
Banners of Cupid to inliſt under thoſe 
of Mars in Italy. Our Separation 
drew Tears from neither Side; his 
Vanity was ſatisfied. Alas! How 
wretched had I been, if my Ten- 
derneſs for him had equall'd that 
I was ſenſible of for my firſt Lover 
How great muſt have been my 
Grief, to have parted with the Ob- 

jet of my warmeſt Affections 
And what Anguiſh of Mind muſt 
J have ſuffer d for the Time his 
Courage expoſed him to the great- 
eſt Dangers | 
| Ms. 
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Ms. 92 2 alſo ſet out for 
Italy, not in Queſt of Danger, 
but wW Wealth. Before his Depar- 
ture he gave me a Writing, in 
which he declared himſelf ſeparat- 
ed from, and leaving me at ſull 
Liberty to live where-ever I thought 
proper. This Bill of Divorce 1s 
q worthy of ſome Conſideration. 


Tuus deprived of my Huſ- 
band and Lover, I continued at my 
Mother's, with a Reſolution of ne- 
er more entering into any En- 
Ieagement: But alas! this Reſo- 
lution was but of ſhort Dura- 
Wiion, I found that Love had a 
deſpotick Power over me; and 
that (however involuntary) he 
gcompell'd my Obedience. The 
Duke of ——, at his Return 
om England was introduced to 
y Mother's Houſe, where he 
Was 


— 


lar addreſſing to me, I cafily 
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was received with all the Defe- 
rence and Politeneſs due to his 
Quality, and to a Stranger. By 
his frequent Viſits, and particu- 


perceived that I was not indiffe- 
rent to him. I own this affect- 
ed me. In a Word, he was fo 
indefatigable in his Purſuit, that 
I could not hold out long againſt 
his infinuating and polite Addreſs ; | 
but eſpecially againſt a Perſon ſo 
amiably form'd. I lov'd and it 
was not long before our mutual 
Wiſhes were compleated, and we 
united by an ardent and reciprocal 
Paſſion. We had for ſome time 
enjoy'd the moſt exquiſite Plea-W 
ſures, without the leaſt Jealouſy 
on either Side to diſturb our 
Happineſs : But at length it was 


interrupted by the Return of Mr 
La F- —. | 


HS 
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Hs returned to Paris on the 
Concluſion of the War, and 
brought with him from JTzaly, 
Wealth and Jealouſy. He, who 
was formerly tractable and paci- 
fick, with regard to my Lovers, 
was become ſuſpicious and out- 
ragious on the ſlighteſt Appear- 
ances ; and in ſeeing the Duke, 


J was ' obliged to uſe the greateſt 
Precaution. 


5 was not the Source of 

s Jealouſy; I was as indiffe- 
1 to him as ever; but his 
Riches had puff d bim up with 
Pride, and Pride begot Jealouſy. 
Being thoroughly vers'd in the 
Cuſtoms of Italy, he ſeldom ſpoke 
to me without the mention of 
a Poniard or Piſtol ; and being 
in conſtant Uneaſineſs and Sul- 
picion, - the leaſt Noiſe fetch'd 


him 
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him out of his Apartment, arm'd 
cap- a- pie; but ſo great was his 
Cowardice, that the firſt Object 
he ſaw alarm'd his Fears, and 
threw him into a Tremor. 


Tus Jealouſy gave me great 
Perplexity; however I comforted 
myſelf with Hopes that he might 
be laugh'd out of it, and re- 
ſume his former pacifick Tem- 
per: But this was not the only 
Uneaſineſs I was to ſuffer; Am- 
bition leagu'd with Jealouſy came 
to diſquiet that reciprocal Affec- 
tion which had united the Duke 
and me. | 


A Son in Law of a certain 
Prime Miniſter came to Paris, 
and, in his Viſits to the Duke, 
took occaſion to repreſent to him, 
that a Perſon of his Quality ought 
to aſpire to publick Honours and 

228 Poſts 


4 
Poſts at Court; to attain which 
it was expedient for him to re- 
turn to England, where his Pre- 
ſence was defired: In a Word, 
his Perſuaſions prevailed on the 
Duke, who reſolved on his im- 
mediate Return. 77 II) | 
His Grace, under pretence 
of ſettling his Affairs, acquaint- 
ed me with his Deſign to leave 
France; aſſuring me at the ſame 
Time, chat he ſhould be abſent 
but a ſhort Space. The Perplexi- 
he was in, and ſome Tears 
which he could not reſtrain, 
gave me to underſtand, that our 
Separation was to be eternal. The 
News deprived me of Speech 
and Reaſon ; my Deſpair over- 
power'd my Senſes, and I faint- 
ed. Being recover'd from the 
Swoon, with Eyes drown'd in 
C Tears, 
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Tears, I told him, that, divided | 
from him, Death would be pre- 
ferable to Life, and beg d as an 


AA of Compaſſion, I might re- 
ceive from his Hand that Re- 
lief. In ſhort, my Grief and 


Tears melted the Duke, who to | 


conſole me, vo he would never 
ceaſe to love, and never would be 
parted from me. 


I was fo greatly alarm'd, that 1 
could take no Reſt; ſo much 
was I overwhelm'd with Grief and 


Trouble. 


His Grace return'd Home, and 
declared he had altered his Mind, 
and would not go to England. 
This greatly ftartled thoſe who 


Were 


NoTwiTHSTANDING the Aſ- 
ſurances the Duke gave me, the 
remaining Part of that Night 


0 
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were ſolicitous for his leaving 
France; and as they were ſatiſ- 
yd it was I who had wrought this 
Change, the next Day a Perſon 
© (f/) zealous for the Duke's Intereſt 
made me a Viſit. 


= Tris Gentleman told me, 
char his Attachment for the Duke 
G obliged bim to repreſent to me 
e Injury he might receive by a 
Inger Refidence in France; that 
W 0:h his Aﬀairs and his Duty 


nt erated his Return to England; 
I that if I had & real Afﬀec- 
chin for the Duke, I ought ra- 


ther to haſten than retard his 
Departure; that by the former 
Procedure I might aſſure myſelf 


nd of his Return; by. the latter J 
EY I might loſe him for ever; for 


the Court of England world take . 
ſuch 


(f) Mr. H———, his Governor, 
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fuch Methods as would compell Bis 
Return ; but if our Separation 
was ſo intollerable to me, nothing 
was more eaſy than my follow- 
ing him; the Means for which, 
and the Duke's Approbation of 
it, he took upon himſelf to pro- 
vide and obtain. In a Word, he 
added ſuch. cogent Reaſons, that 
he got the better of my Reluc- 
tance to the taking ſuch a Step ; 
and I promis'd to preſs the Duke's 
Departure, on condition of my 
following him. That Night his 
Grace came. according to Cul- 
tom, to pay me a Viſit, I pro- 
poſed to him his leaving France, 
and my accompanying him. He 
immediately came into it, aſſur- 
ing me, that if his Fear of giv- 
ing Offence had not been a 
Obſtacle, he ſhould himſelf hay 


made me the very Propoſal, 
| [ 
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In conſequence of this Reſo- 
lution, the neceflary Preparations 
were made for our Departure, 
and every thing being ready, 
the Duke ſet out for England, and 
I, nine Days after for Holland. 
The Queſtion now to be decid- 


ed is, Whether I have done well 
© 


I acknowledge I have quitted 
Mr. Le T-—-, but not my Huſ- 
band: For I defy him to ſay he 
ever exacted of me certain Du- 
ties to which the Matrimonial 
Laws ſubject our Sex. Conſe- 
quently, the Complaints he makes 
of me are, groundleſs ; for I have 
not carried with me what he 
married, namely, my Fortune; 
and as he has made his own, I 
am now of no farther Uſe to him. 


It 
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It muſt be allow'd he is a little 

anxious for his Character; ſince, 
if J am his Wiſe, his Proſecu- 
tion of me tends only to pub- 
liſh his Shame to the World, 
and the Decree he may obtain 


againſt me will be no Reparation 
of his Honour, 


In anſwer to the Charge of 
my being too ſuſceptible of Love, 
I ſay, that if it is criminal in o- 
thers, it cannot be accounted a 
Crime in me; Love is an here- 
ditary Venom in a Family: My 
Aunt, my Couſin, my Mother, 
my Siſters, have given irrefragable 
Proofs of this. The Poiſon was 
tranſmitted to them as well as to 
me, from my Grandmother, and 
ſhe derived it from her Anceſtors; 
_ conſequently to reproach our Li- 
neage on this Account, is doing 
| us 
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us Injury; ſince a Propenſity to 


Love was implanted in our Hearts 


before we had ſeen the Light. 


Ir is not through Neglect or 
Fear of Cenſure that I have omit- 
ed mentioning other amorous In- 
trigues, in which I was engaged; 
but I have forborn to do it, as 
they are of no Uſe to my Juſtifica- 
tion, and of no Conſequence to 
to the Publick. Should I be re- 
proach'd with them, I plead the 
Power of Love and Weakneſs of 
my Sex! And to ſpeak out, a 
Woman muſt have a ſurpriſing 
Coldneſs in Nature, who has the 


| Power to reſiſt at ſome critical 


Times and Opportunities. 


1 may by ſome be blamed for 
having made Choice of a Foreigner 


preferable to a Frenchman ; but 
be- 
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before they - paſs a final Sen. 


tence, I beg they would reflect, 
that if for ſome Time the parting 
with a Wife for a Miſtreſs was in 
Vogue among the Quality, it is 


now the Mode to throw off both 


the one and the other, without 


Diſtinction; had that proved my 


Fortune, I mult have been ob- 


liged to have taken up with a 
Collector of the Cuſtoms. No, I 
ever had a Way of Thinking too 
elevated to fall ſo low ; = I 
rather choſe to retire te a Coun- 


try where the fair Sex are in 
full Poſſeſſion of their native 
Rights. 


TISs not impoſſible but Mr. 


Le 7 may exclaim againſt 


me for having left my Son up- 
on his Hands. Had I followed 
my own Inclinations, I ſhoulc 


haval © 
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have taken him with me: But 
this I durſt not do, fearing ſome 
Accident might befall him, which 
would hereafter bring the Re- 
proach of his Father's Family 
upon me; for iu its preſent Si- 
tuation, he and his Brother are 
the only Hopes of its not be- 
ing extinguiſhed. Mr. Le - 
ought to thank me for leaving 
the Child with him, as the Care 
of him will conciliate the Fa- 
your of that illuſtrious Houſe : 
But however, if my Son is a 
Burthen, either to him or his 
own Family, let him be ſent 
to me in England; his Great- 
Grand-Father, at the Head of 
the Armies of France, render'd 
wo many Services to the Engliſh, 
to doubt his being well received 
by that Nation. 
. D 1 
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I HAvE nothing more to add, 
but a ſolemn Declaration, that 
Intereſt was not the Motive of 
my leaving France; it was not 
the Duke of - ——'s Eftate that 
allured me ; but the tender and 
engaging Lover, who has full 
and fole Poſſeſſion of my Heart ; 
'tis whom I idolize, that I fol- 
low. . DUDLI 5: 


I rave laid a fair State of 
Matters of Fact before the Pub- 
lick; and 'tis they who are now 
to judge: And I previouſly pro- 
miſe to ſubmit to the Sentence 
they ſhall pronounce. To fa- 
tisfy the Inquiſitive, I acquaint 
them that I am at this preſent in 
Holland, where J wait the Re- 
turn of the of G—— 


B——., to throw myſelf at his 
Feet, 


( 27 ) 

Feet, implore his Protection, and 
obtain his Permiſſion to go to 
Eng land. This Step, I think, in 
Point of Good- breeding is novel} 
fary to be taken: But beſides, F 
very well- know the Intereſt a 
certain Perſon, in that of m 

Mother, has acquired by his Re- 
putation with all the crown'd 
Heads of Europe; and fearing 
that in his firſt Tranſports of Re- 
ſentment he may have done me 
ill Offices with the of Eng- 
and, I am determined to throw 
myſelf in the Way of that Prince, 
to undeceive him in what ſiniſter 
Inſinuations that Perſon () may 


have made with Regard to my 
* 


128) 


Is heretofore a French Lady 
has given Birth to Engliſb Dukes, 
it cannot be but to my Ho- 
nour to copy after her Example ; 
and when that happy Period ar- 
rives, I ſhall have the SatiC 
faction of pe; ing two noble 
Families, one in France, and one 
in England, which without me had 
run the Hazard of being extin- 
guiſhed. 


Ir this Apology ſhould fall 
into the Hands of Mr. Le 
1 , TI hope; for his Sake, 
it may make .him. turn his Eyes 
upon himſelf, and put an End 
to his ridiculous Proſecutions. 
"Tis the wiſeſt Courſe he can 
take ; for, according to the Pro- 
verb, The ſhorteft Follies are the 
leaft dangerous. I have no other 
Advice to give him, . 

| tnISy 


129) 


this, not to m again; for 
upon my Word, he is no Man 
for a Wife, and much les for 
a Miſtreſs, 


ä 
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